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of Open Access Publishing
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Abstract

The information landscapes within which scholars work is undergoing a seismic
shift. The computer monitor that rises out of the photocopy stacks, piles of
journals, clippings and correspondence, now offers a new, rich vein of information
that seems destined to eventually overwhelm the traditional trappings of
desktops, filing cabinets, and bookshelves. After little more than a decade of
Internet publishing, two-thirds of academic journals provide online access, while
more than 1,000 peer-reviewed journals are published solely in digital form
(Tenopir and King, 2001). Faculty and students are increasingly writing with their
browsers open to online research sources. [1]

Introduction

In moving online, scholarly publishing appears to have taken the next in a long
line of steps to increase the circulation of this particular form of knowledge. Yet
rather than imagine, in this whiggish way, that advances in knowledge naturally
unfold with each new communication technology, it is well to realize that the
significant choices made by key players during the early and formative period of
the technology will shape the future of each publishing medium. These choices for
online publishing have now brought scholarship to a critical juncture. In a very
short time, online journal publishing has developed two distinct and opposed
economic models, one commercial and the other not, even as this publishing is in
the unsustainable position of publishing in both print and digital forms. It may not
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